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Exclusive item number is the number specified in the catalogues as B-xxxxx. Items with such 

numbers as well as other documents from the DRBM Foundation, are stored in the Department of Rare 

Books and Manuscripts, and as a rule, can be borrowed only to the Professors reading room, if there are no 

other copies in the library stock.   At present, the exclusive item number has no documented regulation and 

is based on traditions only. Even in the early years of the library, the most valuable and rare items were 

selected from the generic collection donated to the university by Count G. A. Stroganov, and then placed in 

special show-windows. In addition to the first volume of the printed catalogue (with the items divided by 

show-window), there was a specific inventory book for these items. Today, exclusive item numbers are 

assigned to items that fall under the definition of  “Rare books”.   


